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Appendix A 

PRISMA Search Flow Diagram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Records obtained using Pubmed 
database.  Keywords: 

“suprascapular nerve block” “and” 
“shoulder surgery” (n= 292) 

2. Exclusion criteria applied to the 
292 titles retrieved: 

PICOT outcome, Human 
Subjects, age, publication 
>2011, Peer Review, 
English, Research 

 

4. Title screen conducted on 48 
titles for match to PICOT 

 

3. Titles excluded after application of exclusion criteria 
(n=144) 
Reasons: 

• No relevance to PICO outcome (8) 

• Pediatrics (5) 

• > 7 years old (107) 

• Not peer reviewed, research study with a 
comparison group (24) 

• 48 retained for further screening 

 
8. Full-text review conducted on 

17 articles for inclusion 9. Full-Text Articles Excluded (n=10) 
Reasons 

• Limitations with data reported (3) 

• Groups heterogenous (4) 

• Conflict of interest – sponsored by 
pharmaceutical company (1) 

• Combination of suprascapular and scalene nerve 
block compared to interscalene nerve block (3) 

• Systematic review of only 7 randomized control 
trials with issue of heterogeneity of studies (1) 
 
 

 10. Studies included for 
Evidence Review (n=5) 
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5. Titles excluded after title screen (n =18) 
Reasons: 

• Setting (3) 

• Different comparison (17) 

• 32 retained for further screening 

 
6. Abstract screen conducted on 
32 articles for relevance, design 

and method details 
 

 

7. Titles excluded after abstract screen (n =15) 
Reasons: 

• Design weaknesses (4) 

• Instrumentation (4) 

• Variability with procedures (7) 

• 17 retained for further screening 


